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ABSfRACT
/Information on Florida public education student

acceleration programs is contained in this 1974 report, to the
legislature, compiled by. the Florida State Department Ad Education.
There are six means used in Florida schools to fulfill the
legislative mandate'to provide time-shortened educational programs at
all levels of the educational system: (1) credit.by examination and

J
eguivalency 'tests "tiir credit at state.vdmaunity colleges and-
unigersities,.(2) advanced placement programs, (3) year-round
?matriculation encouraging a.varietyof entry periods for students
%into prograts of instruction, (4) dual enrollment allowing' high
school students to be enrolle4 concurrently in high school, a
college, or area vocational school, (5) early admission to colleges
and universities, .and (6) job entry studies providing for on-the-job
-training prior to graduation from high school. .The'department df
education recommends that present funding formulas for acceleption
be revieved.(Author/DS)
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,This report is submitted pursuant to the requirements of Chaptet
73-195, Laws of Florida. Section 3 ofthat'Chapter calls for a
annual report to the Legislature on programs for student accel ration
in Florida pubtic.education. = ,

.,.,

.
Prior to the regular 1972 Legislative Session, the Commissioner
appointed,a Task Force to explore the feasibility of a ba calaureate
degree program which can be completed in three academic ears. The ..

developmental wOi* later requested by the Legislature w s carried
-out by that Task Force. I

4

I. BACKGROUND!

4

The Florida Legislature expressed-itS strong suppor
acceleration ,-when it endcted Chapter 72-313, Laws'
229.8021, Florida Statutes . This law requires t
,f EduCation to devise me ods under which qual/
complete a baccalaureate de ree in not more tha

for student
Florida (Section .1

Comiissioner
ed students could

nine quarters.

On March 1, 1973, the Commissioner transmit- "d his rEcommendaf4pns-
on student acceleration, along with the T s Force report, .to both
_the Legislature and the State_Board of EdU
transmittal, the "Commissioner endorsed th
by .the Task Force: With his endorsement
implement alternatives for helpihg qual'
academic progress.

In
.

n the 1973 regular Sessiort, the Legi lature tnac ed Chapter 73:195,
declaring its intent to encourage pr gramijn7wh h students tcan pro-,
ceed toward ,their educational_objec ireF as.rap lyas their ciVcum-
stancesTermit. The statute endorses time-shor ened educational
provamS, at all levels in the sys em. 4

.

, Y
,

Following the enactment of Chapt r .73-191i t e Board of-Regents and
the State.Board of Education adapted reg ionsoto carry out its ,

intent. These regulations cal for:

, 1 Provisions for qual

tion. In his letter of
nine recOmm ndations made

he affirMed is intent tb
ied stUOnt accelerate their,

N 2.

fied stu e,n s to complete
a minimum of twent f ye pe c nt (25 %) of
baccalatireate deg requir is through accel-
eration mechanis

Early, admission /,,p grams qualified public
school students.

3. An annual rep
tion from eac
and school d'
availability of
extent of t ei

4.

t to the issioner Of Educa=
ivers ty, Ommunity college,
in ( September 1) on the
accer ion mechanisms and the
use.

Publicizin acce
'college. Ca a]/ogs a
cations ./

tion-opportunities in
ther appropriate publi-

4
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The State Board of Education also created a standing commitee
time- shortened educational programs. The Commiitee i$ composed of
Depai-tment of Education personnel and representAtiires of public.-
universities, community colleges, and public schools.. Members'ecif
the,Committee are listed in Appendix A. The Committee is responsi
ble for evaluating reports from districts,,and institutions reliting
to time-.shortened educational programs, compiling statistics-And
inforhation on acceleration mechanisms available in Florida public
education, and makiffg recommendations to the Commissionerto.foster
time-shortengd educational programs at all,levels.
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II. THE PSE OF STUD NT ACCELERATION MECHANISMS
.

During the current year, schOo districts and instjrituti6hs,are establish -,

ing regUlAr procedures for co le king and reporting data on acceleration
mechanisms, Complete inform iaffi onthe use of these mechanisms in
1973-74 will be ovailtable i September.

The information reported b law/was compiled using existing records
wherever pass'ible, thus.r diking the. response burden on school districts
aid .instiutions. In some cafes, haweVer, special surveys were necessary'.

f
Credit by Examiriatttp / ..

,

. /
r . . .

/ . .

The College 'Level Exaip nation Program (CLEP), a national System for
awarding credit by examination, is widely'used in*Florida. This
program was-eseablished in 1965 by the College Entrance Examination
Board, a non-profit 'membership organization that provides tests and
other educational sdrviCes for studenti, schools, and colleges. CLEP
was developed to serve students who acquire knowledge through means
outside of regular/blocalaureate degree programs (e.g., correspondence
and university extlensiion courses, educational television,, adult educa-
tion programs, on;ith#=job training, independent 'study). It is based
oft the premise thAtlihat one knows is more important than_how and Came
to know it.

/

/ g, .
.

.,

.

There are two typeglof CLEP examinations : (1) the general examinatip,
designed to profridd a comprehensive measure of undergraduate achievement
,in five basic rag of liberal arts (English composition, mathematics,
natural scienc s,Iumanities, *history) and '(2) the subject examina-
tions, designee to measure achievement in specified undergraduate courses.

. ,
.

Credits earned on CLEP examinations are accepted at all state universities.
and all community colleges in Florida., .In the'State University System,
74.,696 credits were awarded on the basis of CLEP examinations in the
1973 calehd-r year. In the Community College System, 40,002 credits id

were awarde on the bYsis of'CLEP examinations in the 1972-73 academic 1

year Most of these cea'i were in the basic.studieS area and Were
earned thrOugh,the'CLEP general examinations.. The'above figures repre-
sent approlkimately 2.3% of the undergraduate credits earned in the' .`
State UniVers-ity System and 1.7% of the credits in theCommunity College
System in/1972-73.

/

Credit b' examinationlcan also be earned by using examinations develdped
by indiv dual institutions. Three community colleges report the use
of such examinations;'in'1572-73, 225 credits were awarded o4 this
basis. Three stale universities also report the use of Departmental
examin ions 4or earwing credits. The Universityof Florida has insti-e
tuted n experimental program-allowing up to 36 credits to s u ents
who re eive,exceptionally high scores on the Florida twelfth ade'tests.

23_
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Advanced Placement Program c;

.....,

The Advanced Placement Program, whi,chbegan in 1955, offers high school
stiudets an opportunity to.00mplet&more demanding'and challenging
work than is usuallsOftndpat the high school-level. . It permits students
to study one or more'college-level cours4s while they,are still in .

secondary school and to receive advanCed placement, credit, or. both.
upon entering college;

, , .
The Advanced Placement_ Program is administered.by the CbIlege Entrance
,Examination nard with. the help of 'Educational Testing service (ETSIs.
It provides secondary schools with advanced Placement course descrip-

i tions in 13 disciplines, Couise and examinations are pre-
1 pared by committees of school and colle \teachers, with the assistance. 1i

of ED'S tests specialists.
i 0

. All five of the state universities'offering lourerdivision'work allow
credit under_the AdvaLnced'Placement Program. 4, Seven-hundred-forty-three
credits were awarded ,'in thiS manner in the 1973 calendar year.

Credits for participation in the Advanced Placement Program, are also
allowed by 24 of the 28 community colleges. One-thousand credits were
earned in this manner in_1Q72773. ,

Year- .round Matriculatir,

:ear-round JratriculatiOn is a means of accommodating the educational
cal,_'adar to the needs of.the student. Traditionally, students have
been required to enroll' at thebeginning of an acadellic gUr. In

`1.--.nt years, newstudents have also been encouraged,to enroll at

.,

other times during the year.
.

.'

In the Pall of 1973, a.large.nurriber 0 courses in Florida Community
Colleges began at times other than the oponing of. the regular term.

c Almost 200,000 credits were awarded t rough such,courses. This Vpre,
-.,,_s ,Its'12% of the total credits earned this Fall; in the Community

College Svistem.- ,

,,. r

The practice of year-roundmairicula ion is most extensive in pdet-
secondary a.,141.t and vocationaleduca iAlion. ever half, of the 200,000-
.community college credits' cited abow were earned in occupational
courses. The records'of area vocati nal schools operated by district
school hoafds also show extensive u year-rOund matriculation.
During 1972-7.3, new toutses were be uring every month -of the
year..: For vocational and technical c,'aSses, the hge)iiest months

a're August, Septembeiand January, ith46,000t9,000 courses starting
each month. However, there are fo "additional months with over,
1,000 courses starting7,--J41y, Apri May, and Jtine.\, The- number

of courses starting in'thg,,remaini g month's. ranges-'from a low of

124 in December to a hi'gh'of 691 i 'March.

The CommissiOner
reviewed the cal
iA Tlorida. Th.

Task-Force on ducat onale,Calendars recently
.

.

dars of'all.pub is p t-secondary institutions'
.TaSk Force reco mended that there be, at Ie/ast',

6
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area common entry periods for students in post-secondary institutions,;
also, all ir4titutions should be encouraged to provide additiorial
periods thNoughout the year- i* which students. can begin programs of
instruction. Regulations 'to implement the Task Force recommendationS,
are-now being drafted for con4dderation by she State Board of Education.

Dual Enrollment

Dual enrollrInt allows high school students to be enrolled concurrently
i.n_high school ancioa 'college, university or area vocational school.*
It also allows community college studentscto be enrolled concurrently
in a community college and a university. c

Dial enrollment and/or early admisslan (see below) have been implemented
for high schOol students in most of the school districts of Florida.
These.alternatives hate been available to students on an optional basis
since 1443. During 1972-73, 2,144 ligh.school'students'were also en-'
roldedcin.community colleges. In a comparable period of time (the
1973 calendar year), 142 high school students wee also enrolled in
state universities., Th total (2186) represents one out of every six-
teen

_-
1973 high school gaduates who entered college in the Fall of 1973.

7

'Early Admission

Early admission is simialr to dual enrollment. If differs in'that
with dual enrollment, a student is.considered, "a high school student
who is also taking post-secondary courses'." With early admission,
the student is considered "a post-secondary student who left high .

School before completing the twelfth grade." In either case, credits
earned in college Tay count.toward high chool graduation.

In 1972-73, 455 students in Florida's public community colleges'
were giVen early admission, For the 1973 calpdar year, 165 were
given earlyadmission to. state universities. r

. .
-

Job Entry Studies

The job entry studies graduation plan proVides a means- of acceleration
.for students who do not plan :to enter a pox-secoridary' institution.
This planwWs first made available to students on an,optional basis
in September, 41971. It permits students to enter the job market
as full-time employees at the endof their junior year. Under this
plan,'credits toward high ,school' graduation are awarded for successful
on-the-job pgrformance. A member of the schoOl staff serves as liktson
between the employer and the school and approves the ',fork for ghich
higiPschoOl credit is granted.

During 1972-73, 17 school districts provided opportunities for students.
tto graduate under the job entry studies plan. There were 1,301,students
participating. Tpis number represents one out of every thirty -two
high.sChool,graduates who, did not enter a,-post-secondary institution.'
in the Fall of )_9:73. 4

4



III. RECOMMENDATION

r

.0
.

The -first year of Florida's systematic effort,to promote meaninful
acelleration is not yet over. Thus,, there'has.beerilittle experience
on0Which-to Yormulatejecommendations. However a logical analysis
indicates thit the manner for funding-insttuti9nal services associated
with student acceleration should be reviewed.

.

The-most apparent problems are those associated with credit. by examination.
Present funding formulas assume that a portion of the, instructional costs ,
will support counseling and administrative services.; When credits are
awarded by examination, there is no instructional cost. However, t 'iere
are adMinisttative.and counseling costs. At the present time, funding
formulas do not provide for the direct generation of support for these
services. As larger numbers of credits arelkarned through examinations,
the balance bltween instruction an one hand and counseling and administra-
tive Services'on the other,is altered. If'greater support is required
for counseling and administrative services, funds available for istruc-
xion will decrease. Thus, the quality .of Instruction will decline.

..

The Department of Education, therefore, retommends,that present funding
formulas be reviewed. This ,review .,should identify means for appro- ' .

i

ptiately 'funding credit by, examination and fo ab -sorbing ether financial
impactt associated with accelefation mechanis s.fFollowing further

istudy of this situation, the Department expea 4 fr'offer definitive recom-.
mendations. . . , ________/t

'.

J

-6-

.\



ON.

S

APPENDIX A

rea.MITTE ON TIME-SHORTEINIED 'EAUCAT ON ,PROGJIANI:

Mr. Shelley S. Boone--Chairman
Deputy Commissioner
Department of Eductien
Tallahassee, FloridS-32304

Dr.Myron R. Blee, Administ/4toi*
Program Section
Division of Community Colleges'
DeparVilent ofEducation
Tallanssee, Florida 32304

Dr. Joseph W.-Crenshaw, Chief , "ft '-

Bureau of Curriculum and Instruction
Division of Elementary and Secondary

Education
Department of Education
Tallahassee, Florida 32304.

Mr. Rexford Gaugh, Director
Pinellas Vocational/technica
.Institute
6100 154 Avenue, North
Clearwater, Florida 33516

Dr. Ned B. LOvell, Superintendent
Leon County School System
P. 0. Box 246,
Tallahassee, Flieri-pfrHY21-01---

Dr. Paul Parker, Director
Jiniversity-Wide Programs
State University System
107 E. Gaines Street
.Tallahassee, 'Florida 32Y04

pr. Carl Ritgs, Vice President
Academic 'Affairs
University of South Florida
4202 Fowler Avenue '

Tampa, Florida 3362,0

Mr. Walter Wray, Chief,
Vocational Program Services
Division' of Vocational, Technical

and Adult*Education.
-Departmenttof Education
,Tallahassee, Florida 32304, ,

9

px. Ben Wygal, President
-Florida Junior College at

Jacksonville
Cumberland Campus'
1246 Cumberland //Road
Jacksonvilie,-Florida 32205

4

1.

a


